Visibility Through Connection
How Authentic Relationships Built My Business (And Can Build Yours)


At 52, I walked away from Corporate America. At 54, I launched my online business, determined to grow my Skin Care and Image Consultancy. When I discovered the company hadn’t adopted online marketing, I shifted to helping local businesses build visibility. That meant I had to become visible in a community where no one knew me.
After months of trying to be everywhere online, I made a counterintuitive choice: I went hyper-local. I showed up in person. I built connections. Everything changed.
I joined Business Network International (BNI) — 7:00 a.m. meetings, a long drive, and a big leap outside my comfort zone. Sixteen years later, I’m still connected with members of that group.
At the Chamber of Commerce, a member asked me to teach him LinkedIn. He became my first coaching client. When I shared practical social media tips at breakfast events, new clients followed. I launched a Meetup group, and my visibility grew organically.
When I hosted my first online class, 80% of participants came from my local network. They already knew me, trusted me, and wanted to support what I was building.
That’s the power of visibility through connection.

🌟 Why Connection Creates Sustainable Visibility
Most entrepreneurs chase attention. But connection-based visibility builds trust, the currency that turns strangers into supporters and clients into advocates.
My visibility didn’t come from going viral. It came from going deep.
🌟 Three Layers of Strategic Connection
👉 Layer 1: Strategic Local Networking
BNI taught me to give before receiving. The Chamber positioned me among decision-makers. Becoming an Ambassador allowed me to be seen as a connector and leader.
👉 Layer 2: Community Building
My Meetup group became a hub where entrepreneurs learned and supported each other. When you create community, you become the center of gravity.
👉 Layer 3: Thought Leadership Through Collaboration
I taught free and paid workshops in local venues and co-hosted events with complementary experts. Others promoted my work, and I became known as “the LinkedIn Queen” because the community said it for me.

🌟 How Connection Compounds Into Authority
Visibility isn’t a sprint. It’s compound interest.
Every coffee meeting, introduction, workshop, and authentic conversation adds to your relational capital. Over time, that capital multiplies:
• Workshop attendees tell their partners
• Chamber colleagues refer clients
• Local leaders open doors to podcasts and stages
Years later, many of those connections remain because the relationships were never transactional. That’s the difference between visibility that fades and visibility that lasts.

🌟 Start Building Your Visibility This Week
• Reconnect: Reach out to 10 people you’ve lost touch with. No sales pitch.
• Choose One Community: Show up consistently for 90 days.
• Lead With Value: Make others visible first. Introduce, share, promote.
• Follow Up Like It Matters: Within 24 hours. Then keep the relationship alive.

🌟 The Long Game
Connection-based visibility takes patience. You show up when no one’s watching, and trust that what you plant today will grow tomorrow.
But here’s the promise:
Visibility earned through genuine connection sustains you — long after algorithms shift.
You don’t need to be everywhere.
You need to be meaningful to the right people.
Start with one connection. One conversation. One act of generosity. Visibility will follow.

About Yvonne A Jones

[image: ]I’m Yvonne A Jones, and I walked away from Corporate America at 52. I launched my online business at 54, proving that it's never too late to reinvent yourself. Starting with social media management and marketing for local businesses, I built my reputation from the ground up through strategic networking, community building, and authentic connections.
Through my involvement with BNI, multiple Chambers of Commerce, 
my own local Meetup group, and many local groups and events, I 
became known as "the LinkedIn Queen" and a sought-after 
speaker on customer service and experience. My first online class 
saw 80% attendance from my offline network—proof that real 
relationships drive real business results.
I’ve taught countless free and paid workshops, partnered with industry experts for co-branded events, and been featured on numerous podcasts. Even after relocating four years ago, I maintain lifelong friendships and business relationships with the community I built.
Today, I help mature entrepreneurs and small business owners cultivate authentic connections that compound into authority, influence, and lasting success, rather than depending on algorithms. 
Yvonne A Jones

[bookmark: _GoBack]Learn about my CONNECT Cohort: https://yvonneajones.com/connect-beta
Email:  Yvonne @ YvonneAJones.com
Website: https://YvonneAJones.com
Connect with me: https://linktr.ee/YvonneAJonesOnline
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